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Synopsis

"Essential reading (and reference) for modern authors, regardless of experience."- Kirkus Book
ReviewsA "Nuts, bolts, and inspiration too. Once again, Guy delivers, kicking the shiitake out of
anyone who would tell you that you shouldn’t, wouldn’t or couldn’t write a book."A -Seth

GodinA Author and founder of The Icarus Project.A This version of APE was updated with the most
recent content, facts, figures, tools, and resources on March 5th, 2013. This is version 1.2
(Baldacci).A In 2011 the publisher of one of my books, Enchantment, could not fill an order for 500
ebook copies of the book. Because of this experience, | self-published my next book, What the
Plus!, and learned first-hand that self-publishing is a complex, confusing, and idiosyncratic process.
As Steve Jobs said, "There must be a better way."With Shawn Welch, a tech wizard, | wrote APE to
help people take control of their writing careers. APE’s thesis is powerful yet simple: filling the roles
of Author, Publisher and Entrepreneur yields results that rival traditional publishing. We call this
"artisanal publishing"--that is, when writers who love their craft control the publishing process and
produce high-quality books.APE is 300 pages of step-by-step, tactical advice and practical
inspiration. If you want a hype-filled, get-rich-quick book, you should look elsewhere. On the other
hand, if you want a comprehensive and realistic guide to self-publishing, APE is the answer. Table
of Contents[ Author ]A A A 1.A A A A Should You Write a Book? A A A 2.A A A A A Review of
Traditional Publishing A A A 3.A A A A The Self-Publishing Revolution A A A 4AAAAThe
Ascent of Ebooks A A A 5,A A A A Tools for Writers A A A 6.A A A A How

Book A A A 7.A A A A How to Finance Your Book [ Publisher] A A A 8.A A A A How to Edit

Your Book A A A 9.A A A A How to Avoid the Self-Published Look A AA A 10.A A A A How to
Get an Effective Book Cover AA A A 11.A A A A Understanding Book

AAAAA

ow to Write Your

Barnes & Noble, Google, and Kobo A A A A 13.A A A A How to Convert Your

File AAAA14.A A A A How to Sell Ebooks Directly to Readers AAA A 15.A A A A How to Use
Author-Services Companies A A A A 16.A A A A How to Use Print-on-Demand

Companies AAAA 17.A A A A How to Upload Your Book AAA A 18.A A A A How to Price Your
Book AAAA 19.A A A A How to Create Audio and Foreign Language A A A A A A A Versions
of Your Book A A A A20.A A A A Self-Publishing Issues A A A A21.A A A A How to Navigate [
Entrepreneur] AA A A 22.A A A A How to Guerrilla-Market Your Book A A A A 23.AA A A How to
Build an Enchanting Personal Brand A A A A 24.A A A A How to Choose a Platform

Tool AAAA25A A A A How to Create a Social-Media Profile A A A A 26.A A A A How to Share

n

on Social Media A A A A 27.A A A A How to Comment and Respond on Social



Media A A A A28.A A A AHow to Pitch Bloggers and Reviewers AA A A29.A A A A How We
APEd This Book [ Acknowledgments ] [ Glossary ]
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Customer Reviews

It's hard not to like Guy Kawasaki. | enjoyed reading APE. | enjoyed reading The Art of the Start and
Enchantment. They made me feel good. He writes well, adopts a conversational tone like he’s your
equal -- like he’s right there with you, a friend struggling right along side you.l like that he’s promised
to continually update APE. | like his commitment to quality; the book reads well and the copy is
clean. His books sure go down easy -- a mixture of a little unique information, tons of generalities, a
lot of platitudes and a healthy shot of "you can do it!" attitude simmering right beneath the
surface.The problem, then? He’s out of touch. Kawasaki produces a nice book. But it's written from
where he’s sitting. This is a man who has published numerous bestsellers, has over a million Twitter
followers, has given a TED talk and enjoys lucrative speaking engagements at top-tier companies
and universities. All of this is impressive.That’s not where most self-published authors are coming

from, though.The first few chapters are spent on throat clearing and general padding such



as:Should You Write a Book?-->Not a bad question to ask, but seems out of place given the
audience -- most people who pick this up have probably already started and want help on the

back-end production process.

Google Plus may have inadvertently changed publishing forever.The self-publishing process for
Guy Kawasaki’s What the Plus? created such a disruption in Kawasaki’s life that he wrote his
newest book, APE: Author, Publisher, Entrepreneur - How to Publish a Book to share all of the
lessons that he learned by self-publishing. It's probably one of the most important books in recent
memory for aspiring writers or frustrated scribes.The beauty of APE is that Guy Kawasaki doesn’t
show people how to self-publish a book. He gives them the tools and insight to publish a good book.
Being an occasional reader of printed schizophrenia, | appreciate the distinction.'m skeptical of
pretty much everything and | had few expectations of APE going in. | read What the Plus? and
appreciated Kawasaki’'s enthusiasm despite the fact he might have been overstating the case for
G+ a little. | enjoyed Enchantment very much, though it left me with the impression that Kawasaki
was a rose-colored glasses sort of guy. When | was offered an advance copy of the APE book, |
expected a feel-good collection of stories.When | learned that the topic of the book was
self-publishing, my expectations plummeted. After all, how would the guy whose advocacy for the
concept of "enchantment” tackle self-publishing? Would he write a book of affirmations about
self-publishing and tenacity, maybe including an inspiring story about how some ambitious blogger
compiled all of her posts into a best-selling book (which is a colossally bad idea by the way). APE
could have been a rah-rah book to further the blogosphere’s self-esteem movement. But thankfully

this isn’t THAT book. Quite the contrary, actually.lt turns out Guy Kawasaki is a pragmatist.

"APE" is the how-to compendium for today’s self-publishers.Authors will find APE an indispensable
resource. Guy Kawasaki passes along his publishing experience in his "no-s***ake," but affable
manner. Imagine having an extremely successful uncle in the publishing biz who also has a
tech-wizard pal (co-author Shawn Welch) of digital publishing magic. Fortunately for us, this
dynamic duo decided to share their publishing know-how."APE’s" premise is that publishing is a
parallel process "that requires simultaneous progress along multiple fronts." Hence, self-publishers
are challenged with how to: market, brand, design, promote, publish, distribute, and finance a
book-all at the same time. Oh, and don’t forget the time required for actually writing the book.
Indisputably, each self-publisher is an: Author, Publisher and Entrepreneur.Reading "APE" is like

taking a condensed survey course in publishing; it addresses the range of topics that authors must



know about self-publishing. "APE" covers aspects from the existential question of "Should | write a
book," to advice on how to create foreign language versions of your book, to guerrilla marketing
techniques, and ideas for financing.Traditional publishers have long prided themselves on their art
form and on their discernment abilities. Readers have come to expect and appreciate their
expertise. APE’s tactics and techniques will enable self-published authors to deliver to readers
books that will meet these time-honored and well-justified expectations.Kawasaki and Welch
challenge self-publishers to take up the mantle of "artisanal publishing"--where authors who love
their craft must dedicate the time and resources to "control every aspect of the process of from
beginning to end.
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